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Her influence brought about the disgrace of
Maurepas, that incorrigible author of scandalous
epigrams, whose hatred of the king's favorites
exceeded the limits allowed, and who by reason of
an outrageous insult addressed to the Marquise
had well deserved the exile that fell upon him.

On 25th April 1749 the most senior of the
ministers disappeared from Versailles to reappear
many years later. Richelieu, Louis XV s former
confidant and friend, also fell into disfavour,
without being able to destroy Mme de Pompadour's
power.

Everyone wanting to fulfil his ambitions at
court and find the king's sympathy had to go by
way of the marquise.

"Mme de Pompadour," de Croy notes on
ist January 1751, "being the only means by which
to secure my credit, and being then at the topmost
pinnacle of favour that ever any mistress has been,
I asked audience with her, and begged her to
reinstate me in the king's favours, and have me
once more invited to join his trips. She said that
I could have my name set down and she would
say a few words in my behalf, as she had already
been kind enough to do once before; and even in
the evening the king seemed to regard me in a
different way, and the next day, after joining the
hunt for the first time for a year almost, I was
among the first named to sup in the king's private
rooms. We -were twenty-four in all, the number
of favoured persons increasing according as she
gave them her protection, for she had all that